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THE ULTIMATE REFERENCE WORK

ON THE LIFE, VOYAGES AND

DiscoVERIES OF BRITAIN'S GREATEST

NAVIGATOR AND EXPLORER

HIS NEW ENCYCLOPAEDIA aims to

provide answers on all aspects of the

life and voyages of Captain James
Cook, and the people, places, events and
ships associated with the great-explorer.
Researched and written by leading (I]qok
experts, it both reflects the traditional views
of Cook while incorporating-the :latest
reassessments, especially neoting the atti-
tudes of the peoples of théPacifiecon whose
lives Cook made such an impact.

The discoveries from and about Cook’s
voyages have found“their way into nearly all
subjects across the spectrum of knowledge;
astronomy and science, religion and music,
art and ethnology, botany and linguistics, lit-
erature and zoology are all involved and cov-
ered here, while the range of people playing
a part is as varied as it is colourful and
includes, amongst others, the Marquis de
Sade, Thomas Bowdler, Edmund Burke, the
Earl of Sandwich, David Lean, Marie
Antoinette',- Jean Jacques Rousseau, and
Captain James Kirk from Star Trek. Cook

RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA

himself and his life-are presented against his
hunible background in northeast England
and, later, the Seven Years War, the Royal
Society, and the Enlightenment. With this
wide-ranging approach, the book is a superb
window into the wholé world of eigtheenth-
century maritime. life, exploration and dis-
covery.

Cook was a man who liked facts and there
are facts a plenty here, arranged in alpha-
betical entries which are fully cross-refer-
enced, and each subject is accorded enough
length for proper discussion. The book con-
cludes with appendices, a full chronology of
Cook’s life and a bibliography for those want-
ing to pursue the subject further.

This encyclopaedic and wide-ranging
approach to the subject sets out to cater both
for persons with little knowledge of Cook,
approaching him for the first time, and for
others, more expert, who need to find the
answer to particular points. In short, it is an
essential reference work for anyone with an
interest in Cook and the world he explored.

ISBN 0-7593-1011-4
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THE AUTHOR

John Robson was born at Stockton-on-Tees in
County Durham, in Captain Cook country. He
became interested in Cook at a very early age
and has maintained a passionate involvement
ever since. He is now the Map Librarian at the
University of Waikato in Hamilton. He is also
president of the New Zealand Map Society, a
member of the Captain Cook Society, the New
Zealand representative for the Hakluyt Society
and the author of the mach-acclaimed
cartographic work, Captain Cook’s World.
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