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T
his new encyclopaedia aims to

provide answers on all aspects of the

life and voyages of Captain James

Cook, and the people, places, events and

ships associated with the great explorer.

Researched and written by leading Cook

experts, it both reflects the traditional views

of Cook while incorporating the latest

reassessments, especially noting the atti-

tudes of the peoples of the Pacific on whose

lives Cook made such an impact. 

The discoveries from and about Cook’s

voyages have found their way into nearly all

subjects across the spectrum of knowledge;

astronomy and science, religion and music,

art and ethnology, botany and linguistics, lit-

erature and zoology are all involved and cov-

ered here, while the range of people playing

a part is as varied as it is colourful and

includes, amongst others, the Marquis de

Sade, Thomas Bowdler, Edmund Burke, the

Earl of Sandwich, David Lean, Marie

Antoinette, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and

Captain James Kirk from Star Trek. Cook

himself and his life are presented against his

humble background in northeast England

and, later, the Seven Years War, the Royal

Society, and the Enlightenment. With this

wide-ranging approach, the book is a superb

window into the whole world of eigtheenth-

century maritime life, exploration and dis-

covery.

Cook was a man who liked facts and there

are facts a plenty here, arranged in alpha-

betical entries which are fully cross-refer-

enced, and each subject is accorded enough

length for proper discussion. The book con-

cludes with appendices, a full chronology of

Cook’s life and a bibliography for those want-

ing to pursue the subject further. 

This encyclopaedic and wide-ranging

approach to the subject sets out to cater both

for persons with little knowledge of Cook,

approaching him for the first time, and for

others, more expert, who need to find the

answer to particular points. In short, it is an

essential reference work for anyone with an

interest in Cook and the world he explored.
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John Robson was born at Stockton-on-Tees in
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ever since. He is now the Map Librarian at the
University of Waikato in Hamilton. He is also
president of the New Zealand Map Society, a
member of the Captain Cook Society, the New
Zealand representative for the Hakluyt Society
and the author of the mach-acclaimed
cartographic work, Captain Cook’s World.

Contributors
Vanessa Agnew, Professor, German Studies

Faculty, University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, USA
D. E. Anderson, Nuclear Engineer, Utility

Executive (ret), Oakville, Ontario, Canada
Rosalin Barker, Hon Fellow, Institute for

Learning, University of Hull, UK
Tim Beaglehole, Emeritus Professor, Victoria

University of Wellington, NZ
Ian Boreham, Editor of Cook’s Log, Journal of

Captain Cook Society, Ipswich, UK
Julia Bruce, Editor of  Newsletter, Society for

the History of Natural History, UK
Jeremy Coote, Joint Head of Collections, Pitt

Rivers Museum, Oxford, UK
Andrew David, Commander (ret) Royal Navy,

Taunton, UK
Michael Goldsmith, Senior Lecturer Dept of

Anthropology, University of Waikato,
Hamilton, NZ

Adrienne Kaeppler, Curator (Oceania),
Division of Ethnology, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, DC, USA

Pieter van der Merwe, Curator, National
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, UK

Dr John Morris, Department of
Gastroenterology, Princess of Wales Hospital,
Bridgend, Wales, UK

John M Naish, PhD, MD, FRCP (lately
Consultant Physician, Bristol, and Lecturer in
Medicine, University of Bristol)

Dr Wayne Orchiston, Anglo-Australian
Observatory, Epping, NSW, Australia

Alwyn Peel, Secretary of the Captain Cook
Society, Dewsbury, UK

Julia Rae, Honorary Secretary, Stepney
Historical Trust, London, UK

Tom Ryan, Senior Lecturer Dept of
Anthropology, University of Waikato,
Hamilton, NZ

Victor Suthren, ex-Director-General, Canadian
War Museum (Ottawa), Canada 

Clifford E Thornton, President of the Captain
Cook Society 

Christopher Ware, University of Greenwich,
London. UK

Glyndwr Williams, Emeritus Professor of
History, Queen Mary College, University of
London, UK

Lawrence Worms, antiquarian book seller, Ash
Rare Books, London, UK



The

Captain Cook
ENCYCLOPÆDIA

The

Captain Cook
ENCYCLOPÆDIA
The Ultimate Reference Work 
on the Life, Voyages and
Discoveries of Britain’s Greatest
Navigator and Explorer

Written and Edited by

JOHN ROBSON
Written and Edited by

JOHN ROBSON
Jacket illustrations: 
Main picture, ‘HMS Resolution and Adventure
with fishing craft in Matavi Bay’, from an oil
painting by William Hodges. 
Portrait of Captain James Cook, by Nathaniel
Dance. 
Chart of New Zealand. 
A man of New Zealand. 
(All Courtesy the National Maritime Museum,
London).
The replica Endeavour (Courtesy Jenny Bennett) 

Printed in China

T
his new encyclopaedia aims to

provide answers on all aspects of the

life and voyages of Captain James

Cook, and the people, places, events and

ships associated with the great explorer.

Researched and written by leading Cook

experts, it both reflects the traditional views

of Cook while incorporating the latest

reassessments, especially noting the atti-

tudes of the peoples of the Pacific on whose

lives Cook made such an impact. 

The discoveries from and about Cook’s

voyages have found their way into nearly all

subjects across the spectrum of knowledge;

astronomy and science, religion and music,

art and ethnology, botany and linguistics, lit-

erature and zoology are all involved and cov-

ered here, while the range of people playing

a part is as varied as it is colourful and

includes, amongst others, the Marquis de

Sade, Thomas Bowdler, Edmund Burke, the

Earl of Sandwich, David Lean, Marie

Antoinette, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and

Captain James Kirk from Star Trek. Cook

himself and his life are presented against his

humble background in northeast England

and, later, the Seven Years War, the Royal

Society, and the Enlightenment. With this

wide-ranging approach, the book is a superb

window into the whole world of eigtheenth-

century maritime life, exploration and dis-

covery.

Cook was a man who liked facts and there

are facts a plenty here, arranged in alpha-

betical entries which are fully cross-refer-

enced, and each subject is accorded enough

length for proper discussion. The book con-

cludes with appendices, a full chronology of

Cook’s life and a bibliography for those want-

ing to pursue the subject further. 

This encyclopaedic and wide-ranging

approach to the subject sets out to cater both

for persons with little knowledge of Cook,

approaching him for the first time, and for

others, more expert, who need to find the

answer to particular points. In short, it is an

essential reference work for anyone with an

interest in Cook and the world he explored.
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